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Health Professional Enhancement Committee
Town of Fairview

Email: philward2@mdfairview.ca

Phone: What number if any?

April 24, 2020
Dear: Council/MLA/Minister

Re: Concerns around Emergency Room services from our rural doctors

The Health Professional Enhancement Committee has recently been made aware of the current
issues around the possibility of loosing Emergency Room services at the Fairview Hospital. The
Fairview Hospital serves 4 municipalities which includes the Town of Fairview, M.D. of Fairview,
Village of Hines Creek and Clear Hills County with a population draw area of over 10,000.

We have seen many news releases regarding the family physicians in other rural communities
such as Sundre, Stettler, Rimbey and Lac La Biche, who have withdrawn their services to the
local hospitals. The rural physicians have been put into a difficult position in order to stay in
business and continue providing care to their patients in their clinics.

The rural physicians have substantial business overhead expenses in order to run their clinics.
The Alberta Government has recently changed the fee schedules to the physicians, which
includes a 20% reduction to see patients in publicly funded facilities such as the hospital, acute
care centres and nursing stations.

The overhead in the clinic is fixed, so there is a relative loss of income when spending time in
the hospital, which is going to put financial strain on their business to be able to continue
covering all of the clinic costs where twelve staff are employed.

This is going to become a serigus issue in our rural municipalities when our hospitals are going
to be unable to provide basic Emergency Care and rural municipalities are going to further
struggle recruiting and retaining physicians.

Recently Dr. Hackett, a rural physician stated “in short, | am a rural generalist with a wide
variety of job options. Rural physician groups are being forced to choose between working in
their clinics or their local hospital. When this pandemic is over, | will choose neither. | will
choose to work somewhere | feel valued and respected.”

The Health Professional Enhancement Committee respectfully requests that you lobby the
Alberta Government to come back to the Table with the Alberta Medical Association to discuss

alternatives that do not include drastic cuts to our front line services which will cost lives.

Sincerely,

Phil Kolodychuk, Chair Health Professional Enhancement Committee

Cc:



