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PEACE REGIONAL SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT

APPEAL BOARD (PRSDAB)

BY KOMIETE TETTEH

Challenges with sustaining local
Subdivision and Development
Appeal Boards (SDABs), such as
finding, training and retaining
members, led a number of mu-
nicipalities in the Peace Region
to consider the idea of estah-
lishing a regional SDAB. In re-
sponse, MMSA as a regional
service provider, formed a
steering committee to look into
the viability of a regional SDAB
in 2017. A strong show of inter-
est from prospective members,
along with grant money from
the province, provided the com-
mittee with the needed impetus
to move forward with the pro-

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS

BY SANDRA EASTMAN

As we enter into our new five-
year contracts with our mem-
bers, it is perhaps appropriate
to express appreciation to our
municipal partners who contin-
ue to support the Agency and
the principle of regional part-
nerships that ensure the deliv-

posal.

By the Spring of 2019, a formal
agreement was put in place. In
all, 16 municipalities signed
onto the agreement establish-
ing the new regional SDAB,
known as the Peace Regional
Subdivision and Development
Appeal Board (PRDSAB). On
August 1, 2019, the PRSDAB
officially came into force. In
December 2019, the board held
its first appeal hearing.

It is expected that the PRSDAB
would, through its decisions,
contribute to orderly, beneficial
and economic development
within the Peace Region.
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ery of professional services to
this part of the province. The
MMSA has proven to be an in-
tegral part of planning our com-
munity’s futures and for that
we are grateful.

With the pending retirement of
our current manager, some
restructuring has taken place
and we have been very fortu-
nate to bring on board, Mr.
Gordon Shaw, who has taken
on the duties of the newly cre-
ated position of Director. As can
be noted from the article within
this edition, Mr. Shaw is very
well qualified with many years
of experience in the municipal
land use planning arena. We
are very excited about this addi-
tion to our staff and are looking

forward to working with Gor-
don in the upcoming years.

As determined by the Members
and reinforced through the new
Strategic Plan, the Agency is
moving forward in providing
our region with the most effi-
cient and cost-effective commu-
nity planning services available.
As the recently elected Chair of
the Agency, it is my intention to
ensure that the services provid-
ed are of the most professional
and highly qualified nature and
that the needs of our members
are met in this same manner.

In closing, thank you again for
your confinued support and |
look forward to working with
you in the coming year.
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NEW DIRECTOR OF THE AGENCY

Gordon Shaw MCIP RPP joined
the Mackenzie Municipal Ser-
vices Agency in late 2019 as its

Mr. Shaw brings over 40 years
in land administration at the
municipal, provincial and feder-
al levels of government. He is
an accomplished community
planner practicing primarily in
small to medium-sized rural
municipalities in Alberta and
Saskatchewan.

His work in community plan-
ning, economic development
and urban design has been rec-
ognized at the provincial, na-
tional and international levels.
In the previous 15 years he has
held directorships or senior
management positions in sever-

ence in community planning &
development includes responsi-
bility for the following func-
tions: building services, devel-
opment  services, economic
development, engineering ser-
vices, planning services and
public works. His work has also

included designing and super-
vising the construction of resi-
dential, commercial and indus-
trial subdivisions.

His touchstone is his wife Ange-
la of 21 years.

director.

al municipalities.

His experi-

GRIMSHAW COMMUNITY PARK 2020

BY SHAHIRA JALAL

There has been a growing interest among
our members in developing or enhancing
park spaces within their community. Parks
are a vital public space, becoming a part and
parcel of communities across Alberta and
Canada. Community parks provide a healthy
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outlet for people to connect, relax and have
fun. They also contribute to public safety,
promote health and wellness, and provide
aesthetic value.

In the Summer of 2019, the Town of Grim-
shaw decided to develop a new community
park at the old Kennedy School site, which

was formerly occupied by the Grimshaw
Public School. The site was donated by the
Peace River School Division to the Town in
2017. A project committee, with represent-
atives from MMSA, Council, local charities
and residents, was subsequently created to
facilitate the development of the new park.

Over the course of the past several months,
the project committee has been meeting to
discuss, plan and explore various ideas and
concept design for the new park, including
potential funding sources. Community input
was sought through print and online survey.
The new park will feature a walking trail,
flower garden, gazebo, space for family
games, public art, benches, picnic tables and
a community garden.

The development of the new park is ex-
pected to commence in summer 2020.
When completed, the new park will provide
year-round recreational space for both resi-
dents and visitors, while complimenting
nearby community facilities, such as the re-
gional multiplex, outdoor swimming pool,
play ground and the seniors drop-in centre.
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FALHER’S SIDEWALK CONDITION ASSESSMENT

BY JAN SOTOCINAL

A sidewalk condition assess-
ment was identified as an ac-
tion item for the Town of Falher

in its Municipal Development
Plan (MDP). The Mackenzie
Municipal ~ Services  Agency
(MMSA) completed this assess-
ment on behalf of the Town.

The purpose of this assessment
was to “develop an inventory of
existing public sidewalk infra-
structure within the Town”, and
to conduct a condition assess-
ment of sidewalks in particular.

From this exercise it was found
the Town has about 10 kms
(6.21 miles) of sidewalks.
MMSA planners assessed the
sidewalk network in a span of
three days. The planners used
various tools to conduct this
assessment. A measuring wheel
was used to measure the length
in linear metres. A handheld
Global Positioning System (GPS)

unit was used to identify the
location of deficiencies existing
within sidewalks. A ruler was
used to measure the width of
cracks within sidewalk panels.
Finally, a level was used to
measure the slopes of each
sidewalk panel. Cameras within
individual phones were used to
record the type, location and
extent of deficiencies found in
this assessment.

When fieldwork was complet-
ed, data was put into a spread-
sheet and every sidewalk slab
or segment was assessed
against a rating system from
“Very Excellent” to “Very Poor”.
This project identified and doc-
umented the location and type
of deficiencies as well as the
total area of sidewalks main-

FAIRVIEW INTERMUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (IDP)

BY KOMIETE TETTEH

Prior to the adoption of the Bill
25 Amendments to the MGA,
and the granting of special ex-
emptions by the province, mu-
nicipalities that share a com-
mon boundary were required to
adopt an Intermunicipal Devel-
opment Plans (IDP) as part of
their Intermunicipal Collabora-
tive Framework by April 2020.

To meet this requirement, the
Municipal District of Fairview
No. 136 and the Town of Fair-
view initiated an IDP in 2018.
The project committee com-
prised of both councillors and
administrative staff from both
municipalities, and met several
times throughout the process.
Information about the plan was
disseminated through newspa-
per advertisement, newsletters,
municipal websites and social
media sites. Input from resi-

dents, land owners and other
stakeholders were obtained
through online and print sur-
veys.

The draft document contains
policies addressing land use,

future growth, the environ-
ment, infrastructure, services,
and economic development

within the plan area along their
shared boundary. The draft plan
was circulated for public and
stakeholder feedback. A joint
public hearing was held prior to
adoption of the IDP Bylaws.

As a statutory document, it is
expected that the Fairview IDP
will provide a collaborative
framework for the Town and
the MD in making decisions that
support orderly, mutually bene-
ficial and responsible develop-
ment of the area.
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tained by the Town.

Through this exercise, the Town
is in a better position to moni-
tor the condition of the side-
walks within its jurisdiction, and
identify those that will require
attention in the short-, medi-
um- and long-term.

This exercise also allows the
Town to prepare a ten-year
capital budget for sidewalk
maintenance or replacement.
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PLANNING TODAY FOR YOUR COMMUNITY

S TOMORROW

CONTACT uUs:
Check Out Our

Website

For - P S s P >

Subdivision
and
Scholarship
Application Packages
&
PRSDAB Forms /
Information

MMSA Staff

Gordon Shaw, Director
gordon@mmsa.ca yemi@mmsa.ca

ol ol

Olayemi Babalola, Municipal Planner

The Mackenzie Municipal Services Agency is a regional planning organization
providing a full range of professional land use planning and related services to
its 11 municipal members, the business community and the general public. The
Agency also provides subdivision services to 17 municipalities in the region.

Phone: 780-338-3862
Fax: 780-338-3811
E-mail: info@mmesa.ca
Wehsite: www.mmsa.ca

5109 - 51 St
Box 450
Berwyn AB TOH OEO

Follow us on: n Facebook — www.facebook.com/official.mmsa

, Twitter - @MMSA_Official

m LinkedIn — www.linkedin.com/company/mackenzie-municipal-services-agency

Ll

it ot il

Hector Perez, GIS Technologist
hector@mmsa.ca

Karen Diebert, Manager

karen.diebert@mmesa.ca jan@mmsa.ca

Jan Sotocinal, Municipal Planner

Darlene Hachey, Administrative Assistant
info@mmesa.ca

Komiete Tetteh, Municipal Planner

komiete@mmsa.ca clark@mmsa.ca

Clark Zhou, Senior GIS Technologist

MMSA Board Members

Town of Falher Donna Buchinski

Town of Grimshaw Wendy Wald
Town of High Prairie Brian Gilroy
Town of Manning Greg Rycroft

MURNICIPALITY REPRESENTATIVE MUNICIPALITY REPRESENTATIVE
Village of Berwyn Kim Steeves Town of Rainbow Lake Michelle Farris
Village of Nampa Clynton Butz Clear Hills County Peter Frixel

M. D. of Fairview No. 136
M. D. of Peace No. 135

Northern Sunrise County

James Adams

Sandra Eastman

Gaylene Whitehead

AROUND THE REGION

MMSA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
On December 6, 2019 the MMSA Board of Directors held
Elected to the

their annual Organizational meeting.
Executive Committee are:

¢ Sandra Eastman, Chair (M. D. of Peace No. 135)
¢ Greg Rycroft, Vice-Chair(Town of Manning)

» Wendy Wald, Member (Town of Grimshaw)

» Clynton Butz, Member (Village of Nampa)

» Kim Steeves, Member (Village of Berwyn)

ROBERT E. WALTER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Committee Members:

* Brian Gilroy (Town of High Prairie)

* Kim Steeves (Village of Berwyn)

* James Adams (M. D. of Fairview No. 136)

MILESTONE ACHIEVEMENT

On February 13, 2020 Karen Diebert celebrated
a remarkable 40 years of working with
the Agency.




