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Special Minister’s Statement on COVID-19

Premier Kenney outlined the province’s three-phase economic relaunch strategy on April
30, with Stage One set to start as early as May 14. More information about what Stage One
entails will be shared with Albertans early next week.

Your sustained efforts to keep seniors and Albertans with low income safe, connected and
housed have helped the province get to the point where we can consider this next step.
I cannot thank you enough for &ll that you have done so far during this pandemic.

Whether you are running affordable housing, operating a seniors’ lodge, managing a
seniors’ centfre or organizing volunteers, please know that the work you do matters.
Our government is grateful to work with such dedicated partners.

Below is a roundup of some important announcements and updates that may be of interest
to you.

Timing Alberta’s relaunch

As we move forward with our relaunch strategy, we will be carefully monitoring and
respecting all public health guidelines. Each stage will be informed by the chief medical
officer of health, focus on keeping Albertans safe, and depend our ability to keep infection
numbers low.

We must ensure the sacrifices we have already made are not wasted. To be successful, we
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must stay vigilant to slow the spread: follow public health measures, practice physical
distancing and good hygiene, and continue acting responsibly.

Expanded testing

Anyone who is newly admitted to any continuing care facility in the province will be tested
for COVID-19.

Testing will also be required for those who live in these facilities when they are admitted to
hospital or when they are discharged from haspital back to a facility.

We are further reinforcing our ability to detect new cases by expanding the fist of COVID
symptoms that qualify a person for testing. Click here for the full list of symptoms that now

qualify.

Contact tracing technology introduced

Secure contact tracing is a cornerstone of Alberta’'s Relaunch Strategy.

The ABTraceTogether app will enhance manual contact tracing and capacity, and lead to
early detection, thereby helping reduce the spread of the virus and better protect Albertans.
Albertans who download the app to their mobile devices will be contacted more quickly if
they are at risk. The app is now available from the Apple App Store and Google Play. Learn
more about ABTraceTogether.

Guidance for workplaces

General workplace guidance is available to help support business owners reopening or
continuing operations to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19 among workers,
volunteers and patrons.

A quick thank-you

Albertans are working together to overcome COVID-19. Through the Alberta Bits and
Pieces program, many companies and organizations are offering services and supports to
help during this public health emergency. As of May 7, we have received more than 4,000
offers of support through this program. In addition, individuals are sharing stories of acts of
kindness through the #AlbertaCares hashtag. Albertans know that we are stronger united.

The CKUA radio network recently offered to help our government get the word out to
seniors to stay home and to stay healthy. CKUA now broadcasts government messages
across our province, and | thank them for their help and generosity. |n fact, | just released a
video to do exactly that! | encourage you to watch it here, and tune into CKUA to hear our
messages for seniors. My thanks to all the individuals and groups who are stepping up to
help in this difficult time.

Prevention of family viclence
it is important to know where to turn if you or someone you know is experiencing family
violence — including elder abuse — during the COVID-19 pandemic.

« A 24-hour Family Viclence Information Line is available at 310-1818 to get
anonymous help in more than 170 languages.

« Alberta's One Line for Sexual Violence is available at 1-866-403-8000, from 9a.m.
to 9 p.m.

+ Information sheets and other resources on family violence prevention are available
at alberta.ca/COVID19.

Mental health supports — You are not alone

Mental Health Week, which runs from May 4 to 10 this year, is an opportunity to promote
positive mental health for everyone. This year's theme is social connection, which is more
important than ever during the pandemic. Please visit the Canadian Mental Health
Association website for numerous resources at mentalhealthweek.ca.

Albertans can call the Mental Health Help Line at 1-877-303-2642, or the Addiction Help
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Line at 1-866-332-2322 anytime. Both lines are open 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
for confidential supponrt, information and referrals.

During this time of uncertainty, it is important to stay connected with your loved ones.
Please phone your family, friends and neighbours who are isolating.

Up-to-date information

As the situation continues to evolve, | encourage you to visit alberta.ca/COVID19 for the
most up-to-date information on the Government of Alberta’s comprehensive response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, including details on the measures in place to help prevent spread and
support Albertans,

Thank you.

Josephine Pon
Minister of Seniors and Housing

May 8, 2020
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