Zhkm for Irfo.  06b)

! : 1 @ w
‘Fairview

Heart of the Peace
January 5, 2021
Dr. Verna Yiu v’nilalg;;:- of Fines Uisek
i 0
Alberta Health Services President and CEO m”““”‘"“ For Payment
Seventh Street Plaza GL__ 5
14t Floor, North Tower JAN 12 201

10030 — 107t Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5K 3F4

Dear Dr. Verna Yiu
Re: Concerns with the continual decline of services at the Fairview Hospital

The Fairview Hospital services 4 municipalities that have a combined area of over 16,593 km2 and a population
of over 8,100. The service area includes the Town of Fairview, M.D. of Fairview #1386, Village of Hines Creek and
Clear Hills County and is so large that it would take up to 2 hours to travel across by highway and over an hour
to get to the Fairview Hospital from some areas.

Health care services are an integral part of a community’s viability and prosperity, which is why the Town of
Fairview supports health service businesses and has developed business plans to encourage more. The Town
also wishes to be a partner with AHS to re-establish lost services and implement more services for the Fairview
Hospital. However, we have become very discouraged with the continued reduction of services along with the
denial and support of other beneficial services. The municipalities, along with other local support, such as the
Foundation, have expressed financial backing to develop and implement services only to have them denied.

The current and future reduction of health services at the Fairview Hospital will have drastic consequences for
the future sustainability of the municipalities that it serves. We have reached out to the AHS North Zone
administration along with the Minister of Health to express our concerns. We understand the pressures AHS is
under which is why the municipalities, working with the foundation, wish to partner with AHS to improve local
health services.

The effects of the reduction in services at the Fairview Hospital will have further downward spiralling
consequences for the hospital and the future sustainability of the surrounding communities that it serves. The
hospital has decreased or lost many services including physiotherapy, scopes, maternity, low acuity surgeries
and ultrasounds. The resulting implications on our citizens are very concerning due to delays in treatment time,
the cost of travel, social implications and negative economic impacts.
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Rural hospitals struggle with health professional recruitment and retention. With fewer services available at
the hospital, those struggles will continue. To recruit trained skilled health professionals requires that they can
practice their craft. Recruitment options decrease along with the decrease in available services.

Currently, the Fairview Hospital is directed by the AHS administration located in Peace River. We believe that
this is a conflict as Peace River is also a small market facility and the two hospitals are put into competition for
services, clients, and staff. We feel that the administration in Peace River is making decisions that are
detrimental to Fairview for the benefit of Peace River, which is not in the best interest of the region.

What we request and believe is in the best interest of the region and AHS, is for the Fairview Hospital to be
under the authority and direction of the Grande Prairie administration. We feel that there will be mutual
benefits for both facilities if Fairview is allowed to work with Grande Prairie. Fairview’s capacity potential can
support Grande Prairie to reduce wait times, and our central location can decrease travel time. We have made
several requests that AHS strongly consider re-establishing and establish such services as Physiotherapy, Scopes,
and a CT scanner, which the municipalities would be willing to partner with to provide.

We also request clarity as to what AHS has planned for the Fairview Hospital as growth or reduction of services
at the Fairview Hospital will be reflected in our communities. If the province is interested in supporting
sustainable rural communities, then supporting the Fairview Hospital will aid in the sustainability of 4 rural

municipalities.
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Gordon MaclLeod
Mayor, Town of Fairview

Cc: MLA, Todd Loewen, Central Peace Notley
M.D. of Fairview #136
Village of Hines Creek
Clear Hills County
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