Village of Hines Creek Council
Request for Decision (RFD)

Meeting: Regular Council Meeting

Meeting Date: March 11, 2025

Originated By: Stacey Basnett/David Rist

Title: Reports — AB Environment — Water Testing
File: 0301

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL.:

Please find the attached 2 letters. The first is intended to be sent to the Municipalities in
Alberta requesting a letter of support, and some detailed information regarding water
sample issues. The second is a letter to AB Environment informing them of the issues
many municipalities are experience while trying to comply with Environmental
regulations.

DISCUSSION/OPTIONS/BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES

To determine if AB Environment would consider allowing alternate testing methods for
water samples or constructing another facility to eliminate the delays and/or alleviate the
issue by construction of another facility.

COSTS/SOURCE OF FUNDING (if applicable)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN

O Make the Village of Hines Creek an attractive and desirable place to live.
O Create an environment where residents and business feel valued and
comfortable airing their concerns, and where their problems, ideas, and inputs
are valued.

O Being progressive and open to innovative ideas.

O Financially sound management that utilizes public funds efficiently and
effectively.

O Not Applicable

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Council receives the letters regarding water testing alternatives for information.

Initials show support- Reviewed by: Manager:é& C.A.O0. L0 ]



VILLAGE OF HINES CREEK

PO Box 421

Hines Creek, Alberta TOH 2A0
780-494-3690 Fax 780-494-3605
Website: www.hinescreek.com

March 5, 2025

Subject: Request for Letter of Support — Alternative Testing Methods for Bacterial Water
Samples

Dear Sir or Madame,

We are reaching out to seek your support in addressing a significant challenge faced by
municipalities in Northern Alberta regarding the current water sample testing process. Presently,
water samples must be transported to the provincial lab in Edmonton within a strict 24-hour
timeframe. For many municipalities, including ours, the courier options are limited and not
always able to meet the required timeline. Given the 566 km distance, any delays—whether due
to weather, courier schedules, or unforeseen circumstances—often result in the need for costly
and time-consuming retesting. In 2024 we had 5 samples rejected due to these delays.

To address these ongoing challenges, we are seeking a meeting with a representative from
Alberta Environment to discuss alternative testing solutions, including:

1. Automated Technologies - We are seeking partners to explore the use of automated
technology that meets Provincial standards allowing Municipalities to test remotely.

2. Municipalities Testing Pool & Data Collection — Establishing a collaborative network
where trained municipal personnel conduct initial testing, and results are compiled for
verification.

3. Adding of additional Provincial Labs — Exploring the feasibility of establishing more
provincial testing facility in other areas to reduce transit times and improve efficiency.

In addition to requesting a letter of support, we would also like to hear about the challenges your
municipality has encountered with water testing. Specifically:

e What issues or solutions have you developed for water testing and sample transportation?

o What costs have you incurred for sending out or retesting samples at the Provincial Lab?

¢ Have you experienced any instances of noncompliance due to testing delays?

e Have you identified any alternative solutions for transporting samples to the Provincial
Lab?

e Would your municipality be interested in putting forward a representative to participate
in a testing pool for alternative testing methods?

We encourage you and your Municipality to sign the letter, sharing specific challenges
encountered due to the current testing process. Your support will be instrumental in



advocating for practical solutions that enhance efficiency, reduce costs, and improve compliance
with provincial water quality standards.

Please forward your signed letter of support and any additional feedback to
assistantcao(@hinescreck.com by March 25, 2025. If you have any questions or require further
information, do not hesitate to reach out.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to working collaboratively to find
viable solutions.

Sincerely,

Hazel Reintjes
Mayor, Village of Hines Creek



If you are willing to share your situation or opinion on this matter, please leave your detailed
information attached. We will keep in touch and include you in any follow-up information,
meetings or correspondence we receive.

Name Position Municipality Phone Email Address

In addition to requesting a letter of support, we would also like to hear about the challenges your municipality has
encountered with water testing. Specifically:

1. What issues or solutions have you developed for water testing and sample transportation?

2. What costs have you incurred for sending out or retesting samples at the Provincial Lab?

3. Have you experienced any instances of noncompliance due to testing delays?

4. Have you identified any alternative solutions for transporting samples to the Provincial Lab?




VILLAGE OF HINES CREEK

PO Box 421

Hines Creek, Alberta TOH 2A0
780-494-3690 Fax 780-494-3605
Website: www.hinescreek.com

EWND OF STEEL

March 5, 2025

Alberta Environment
ATTN: Stephen Criak
10800 97 Ave NW,
Edmonton, AB T5K

Subject: Consideration for Alternative Testing Methods for Municipal Water Samples

Dear Stephen Criak,

On behalf of the Village of Hines Creek and other affected municipalities in Northern Alberta,
we respectfully request Alberta Environment’s consideration for alternative testing solutions
beyond the current requirement of transporting water samples to the provincial laboratory in
Edmonton. As you are aware, the current protocol requires municipalities to deliver samples
within a 24-hour timeframe, which presents significant logistical challenges, particularly for
those of us relying on the Fairview courier as our only available option.

Given the distance of 566 km from our region to Edmonton, any minor delays—whether due to
weather conditions, transportation disruptions, or scheduling constraints—often result in
municipalities needing to retest and resend samples. This process not only incurs additional costs
but also strains municipal resources and can lead to potential compliance concerns.

To address this issue, we propose Alberta Environment explore alternative testing solutions,
including:

1. Automated Technologies - We are seeking partners to explore the use of automated
technology that meets Provincial standards allowing Municipalities to test remotely.

2. Municipalities Testing Pool & Data Collection: Establishing a network where trained
municipal personnel conduct initial testing, with results compiled and reviewed for
consistency before submission to the Provincial Lab for verification.

3. Addition of a Northern Provincial Lab: Considering the establishment of a second
provincial testing facility in Northern Alberta to reduce transit times and alleviate testing
burdens for remote municipalities.

We believe that implementing one or a combination of these alternatives will greatly improve
efficiency, reduce retesting costs, and enhance compliance with provincial water quality
standards.

In support of this request, we have gathered signatures from authorized individuals representing
municipalities who have experienced significant difficulties under the current testing



requirements. Their testimonies highlight the challenges faced and the need for a more accessible
and practical testing solution.

We appreciate your time and consideration of this matter and look forward to discussing
potential solutions. Please feel free to contact us at your earliest convenience to further explore
these options.

Sincerely,

Hazel Reintjes
Mayor, Village of Hines Creek



